Notes for Atlantic Crossing Presentation

Because of changes in historic measurement systems, it is impossible to make meaningful and accurate comparisons of ship sizes over time beyond length. Three alternative forms of measurement are ship volume, weight, and weight of water it displaces. A fourth, deadweight tonnage (DWT), is a measure of how much mass a ship can safely carry, and is thus more relevant to measuring cargo vessels than passenger ships.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passenger_ship
In the 25 years after 1815 American ships changed in weight from 500 to 1,200 tons and in configuration from a hull with a length 4 times the beam to one with a ratio of 5 1/2 to 1. The faster and thus shorter journeys meant that the shipowner could earn back his investment in two or three years. The Mayflower had taken 66 days to cross the Atlantic in 1620. The Black Ball Lines’ nine-year average as of 1825 was 23 days from Liverpool to New York City. Twenty years later Atlantic ships had doubled in size and were not credited as a success unless they had made at least a single east-bound dash of 14 days or less.
The Great Western Railway Company set up a Great Western Steamship Company in 1836, and the ship designed by Brunel, the Great Western, set sail for New York City on April 8, 1838. Thus began a flow of shipping that earned in the second half of the 19th century the sobriquet “the Atlantic Ferry” because of its scale and great continuity.
The Great Western Steamship Company, though the first major company organized, did not earn the pride of place one might have expected. Its next ship, the Great Britain of 1843, was the first with an all-iron hull; it has survived, now in the dry dock in which it was constructed in Bristol’s Floating Dock, to this day. It was Cunard’s steamboat company, however, that won the British government contract to establish a mail line across the North Atlantic. In 1840 the Cunard Line launched four paddle steamers with auxiliary sails—the Britannia, Acadia, Columbia, and Caledonia—which with their long line of successors became the leaders in a drive for speed and safety on the North Atlantic. From 1840 until the outbreak of the American Civil War, the competition lay largely between the British lines and the American lines.

During the last third of the 19th century, competition was fierce on the North Atlantic passenger run. Steamship companies built longer ships carrying more powerful engines. Given the relatively large space available on a ship, the steam could be pressed to do more work through the use of double- and triple-expansion engines. That speed appealed greatly to the first-class passengers, who were willing to pay premium fares for a fast voyage. At the same time, the enlarged ships had increased space in the steerage, which the German lines in particular saw as a saleable item. Central Europeans were anxious to emigrate to avoid the repression that took place after the collapse of the liberal revolutions of 1848, the establishment of the Russian pogroms, and conscription in militarized Germany, Austria, and Russia. Because steamships were becoming increasingly fast, it was possible to sell little more than bed space in the steerage, leaving emigrants to carry their own food, bedding, and other necessities. Without appreciating this fact, it is hard to explain why a speed race led as well to a great rise in the capacity for immigration to the United States and Canada.
https://www.britannica.com/technology/ship/History-of-ships
Mayflower Deck:

http://mayflowerhistory.com/cross-section/
1911 Report PDF: 
Reports of the Immigration Commission: Emigration Conditions in Europe
61st Congress, 3rd Session: Senate Document #748


https://ia802304.us.archive.org/20/items/reportsofimmigra04unitrich/reportsofimmigra04unitrich.pdf
Steerage Conditions:

Balch Online Resources
http://www2.hsp.org/exhibits/Balch%20resources/destinationusa/html/body_intromigration.html
Harper's New Monthly Magazine, volume 31, no. 185 (October, 1865): 594-598.

http://www2.hsp.org/exhibits/Balch%20resources/destinationusa/html/body_1harpers.html
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https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=c6szAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&hl=en&pg=GBS.PA338
Slave Ship Brookes:

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a44236/
Slave Trade:

http://slavevoyages.org/
Lloyds:
By 1718, the Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation and the London Assurance 

Company were encouraging hull insurance, and in 1734 a weekly shipping newspaper was published by the owner of Lloyd’s coffee house (traditionally, 

such houses had been the rendezvous of shipping brokerage). From 1764, Lloyd’s Register of Shipping was available, giving details of some 1,500 British 

merchant ships; 

https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-ships-boats/heag132-ships-and-boats-prehistory-1840-iha.pdf/
18th & Early 19th Century Sailing Vessels:
Sea-going merchant ships were generally built on the same principles as warships, with the same system of framing and planking, and similar principles of rigging. Vessels of more than about 250 tons were generally ship rigged, with three masts. For vessels between 80 and 250 tons, the brig rig was favoured. Smaller vessels generally used either the sloop rig, with a single fore and aft-rigged mast, or the schooner rig, fore and aft with two or more masts. The largest merchant ships were the East Indiamen, in three broad classes, of 1200 tons, 800 tons, or 500 tons.
https://www.mq.edu.au/macquarie-archive/journeys/ships/vessels.html
Viking ship image:

https://vignette4.wikia.nocookie.net/epicrapbattlesofhistory/images/8/8a/Vikingship.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20141125100350
Graf Zeppelin:
https://welweb.org/ThenandNow/images/Graf-Zeppelin.jpg
TWA Constellation: 
http://historynet.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/Connie960_640.jpg
Slave Trade stats:
Hutchins Center for African & American Research, Harvard University

http://www.slavevoyages.org/assessment/estimates
Colonial Period:

http://www.emmigration.info/
*** More than 3 million immigrants came to the United States from Europe between 1600 and 1799 

http://www.emmigration.info/us-immigration-trends-1700s.htm
'The Great Migration' between 1620 and 1640. It is estimated that over 50,000 undertook the 3000 mile journey to America during the Great Migration
http://www.emmigration.info/english-immigration-to-america.htm
Coffin ships: 
Dunbrody


https://www.dunbrody.com/
Jeanie Johnson

http://jeaniejohnston.ie/
Other Resource References:

Genealogy: Immigration & Ships Passenger Lists


http://guides.lib.udel.edu/c.php?g=85348&p=548753
Development of Sailing Ships


https://www-labs.iro.umontreal.ca/~vaucher/History/Ships_Discovery/
Leaving Europe: A new life in America


https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/leaving-europe
on the Water – Maritime Nation

http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/2_3.html
The Queen Mary


http://www.sterling.rmplc.co.uk/visions/index.html
Transatlantic Crossing


https://www.cmich.edu/library/clarke/ResearchResources/Michigan_Material_Local/Beaver_Island_Helen_Collar_Papers/Subject_Cards/EmigrationandImmigrantLife/Pages/Transatlantic-Crossing.aspx
Passenger lists and emigrant ships from Norway Heritage


http://www.norwayheritage.com/
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